
 St Catherine’s Argyle Church of Scotland

Dear Friend 
Can you believe that it is almost Christmas? The month of December is usually a really busy one. This 
year many of the Christmas preparations have been overshadowed by the events in 
Israel, Mali and other parts of the world that have suffered terrorist attacks and where peace has been 
stolen and replaced by fear. Perhaps you have even felt a sense of that loss of peace and security in 
your own home. 
 
The Christmas story is a familiar one. We picture Mary and Joseph going up to 
Bethlehem, where there is no room at the inn and they have to spend the 
night in a stable, where Mary gives birth to Jesus, who is the Son of God. 
Angels appear to shepherds and wise men are guid
their way to Jesus, the newborn King.
 
But the story begins with two frightened people. An angel appears to Mary to 
tell her that she is going to become pregnant with God’s Son, Jesus and she is 
terrified. The peace she knew up to
angel tries to reassure her, saying, “Do not be afraid!” The same thing happened with Joseph. When 
the angel appeared to tell him that his fiancée, Mary was expecting a baby who would be the Saviour 
of the world, Joseph’s peace vanishes in an instant. And the angel says, “Do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife.” It’s natural to be afraid when things begin to happen outwith our control, but how is 
peace restored? 
 
One of the titles of Jesus is Prince of Peace and h
Christians prepare to celebrate Christmas, we trust in a God who gave his Son, Jesus, into the world 
so that those who know him might know peace 
peace that the world cannot take away. Just as the angels sang to the shepherds, “Peace on earth to 
all” – so we believe that knowing Jesus can bring real peace this Christmas. So may you know Him and 
the peace He brings this Christmastime.
 
Looking Forward to 2016 
 
The Nominating Committee are hard at work, fulfilling their remit to discern who
be the next minister at St. Catherine’s Argyle. The closing date for applications is 8
thereafter they will be involved in assessing appli
your prayers in these next few months.
 
Alpha Course - will begin on Tuesday 26
8th March on Tuesday evenings from 7
chance to remind yourself of the basics of th
There are lots of ways to get involved and if you’d like to be 
involved in any way, please speak to Jane Howitt over the coming 
weeks. Some of the ways you could be involved:

• Welcoming guests  
• Inviting a friend and coming along with the
• Helping with the meal 
• Working our technology 

 
Evening Services - these will begin on 31
place on the last Sunday of the month.
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Can you believe that it is almost Christmas? The month of December is usually a really busy one. This 
year many of the Christmas preparations have been overshadowed by the events in 
Israel, Mali and other parts of the world that have suffered terrorist attacks and where peace has been 
stolen and replaced by fear. Perhaps you have even felt a sense of that loss of peace and security in 

ry is a familiar one. We picture Mary and Joseph going up to 
Bethlehem, where there is no room at the inn and they have to spend the 
night in a stable, where Mary gives birth to Jesus, who is the Son of God. 
Angels appear to shepherds and wise men are guided by a star and all find 
their way to Jesus, the newborn King. 

But the story begins with two frightened people. An angel appears to Mary to 
tell her that she is going to become pregnant with God’s Son, Jesus and she is 
terrified. The peace she knew up to that point was stolen from her and the 
angel tries to reassure her, saying, “Do not be afraid!” The same thing happened with Joseph. When 
the angel appeared to tell him that his fiancée, Mary was expecting a baby who would be the Saviour 

eph’s peace vanishes in an instant. And the angel says, “Do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife.” It’s natural to be afraid when things begin to happen outwith our control, but how is 

One of the titles of Jesus is Prince of Peace and he spoke a lot about peace throughout his life. As 
Christians prepare to celebrate Christmas, we trust in a God who gave his Son, Jesus, into the world 
so that those who know him might know peace – a peace that the world cannot give, and therefore a 

hat the world cannot take away. Just as the angels sang to the shepherds, “Peace on earth to 
so we believe that knowing Jesus can bring real peace this Christmas. So may you know Him and 

the peace He brings this Christmastime. 

are hard at work, fulfilling their remit to discern who
be the next minister at St. Catherine’s Argyle. The closing date for applications is 8
thereafter they will be involved in assessing applications and meeting candidates. Do keep them in 
your prayers in these next few months. 

will begin on Tuesday 26th January and run until 
March on Tuesday evenings from 7-9pm. This is a great 

chance to remind yourself of the basics of the Christian Faith. 
There are lots of ways to get involved and if you’d like to be 
involved in any way, please speak to Jane Howitt over the coming 
weeks. Some of the ways you could be involved: 

 
Inviting a friend and coming along with them 

these will begin on 31st January at 6.30pm in the Church and continue to take 
place on the last Sunday of the month. 

St Catherine’s Argyle Church of Scotland 
63 Grange Road, EDINBURGH EH9 1TY 

Tel: 0131 667 7220  
www.stcaths.church  

Can you believe that it is almost Christmas? The month of December is usually a really busy one. This 
year many of the Christmas preparations have been overshadowed by the events in Paris, Belgium, 
Israel, Mali and other parts of the world that have suffered terrorist attacks and where peace has been 
stolen and replaced by fear. Perhaps you have even felt a sense of that loss of peace and security in 

ry is a familiar one. We picture Mary and Joseph going up to 

tell her that she is going to become pregnant with God’s Son, Jesus and she is 

angel tries to reassure her, saying, “Do not be afraid!” The same thing happened with Joseph. When 
the angel appeared to tell him that his fiancée, Mary was expecting a baby who would be the Saviour 

eph’s peace vanishes in an instant. And the angel says, “Do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife.” It’s natural to be afraid when things begin to happen outwith our control, but how is 

e spoke a lot about peace throughout his life. As 
Christians prepare to celebrate Christmas, we trust in a God who gave his Son, Jesus, into the world 

a peace that the world cannot give, and therefore a 
hat the world cannot take away. Just as the angels sang to the shepherds, “Peace on earth to 

so we believe that knowing Jesus can bring real peace this Christmas. So may you know Him and 

are hard at work, fulfilling their remit to discern whom God is calling to 
be the next minister at St. Catherine’s Argyle. The closing date for applications is 8th January and 

cations and meeting candidates. Do keep them in 

January at 6.30pm in the Church and continue to take 



how many you were part of together wi
 
January 

Time to come to after Christmas and the New Year. We were pleased to host the Bethany Care Shelter 
for a few nights. 
 
February 

This was a month of new beginnings. Our monthly evening service l
and the first one looked at the theme of Light. We also began our Alpha 
course and were delighted to welcome different folk along each week who 
wanted to explore what faith is all about. 
visited the Midweek Focus to give us his perspective on our parish and 
community. 
 
March 

Lots of administration filled the month of March as we held our Stated Annual Meeting. We were 

May 

St Catherine’s had a starring role on BBC news on Election Day. Many a chuckle went up when we saw 
our Try Praying poster right next to the sign that said Polling Place. It was good advice on such an 
auspicious day. Derek Clark frerserve Scotland and
some of the work that partners are doing in Asia and elsewhere.
 
June 

June marked a year exactly since the congregation began meeting in its new format. Do you 
remember our Thanksgiving Service? We had a ve
together that day as we thanked God for His goodness over the past year to us as a congregation.

  

Look Back Over the Year
 

You might have opened a window on your advent 
calendar this morning, but we’re about to take a 
look back over the last year highlighting one event 
for each month. See how many you remember and 

how many you were part of together with the Church Family at St Catherine’s Argyle Church.

Time to come to after Christmas and the New Year. We were pleased to host the Bethany Care Shelter 

This was a month of new beginnings. Our monthly evening service launched 
and the first one looked at the theme of Light. We also began our Alpha 
course and were delighted to welcome different folk along each week who 
wanted to explore what faith is all about. Our local Councillor, Cameron Rose 

to give us his perspective on our parish and 

Lots of administration filled the month of March as we held our Stated Annual Meeting. We were 
encouraged to see how far we had come in a 
relatively short time since the split. It was also 
the time when all our Church records were 
prepared and inspected by the Presbytery.
enjoyed Alison Noble’s, Headteacher at 
Sciennes Primary School, visit to the Midweek 
Focus, building closer links with the School in 
our Parish. 
 
April 

Easter celebrations began at Sciennes school 
with Jane, our Locum Minister telling the Easter 
story at the school assemblies. 
Maundy Thursday service in the church with a 
celebration of communion and then our whole 
church family were together on Easter Sunday.
 
 

herine’s had a starring role on BBC news on Election Day. Many a chuckle went up when we saw 
our Try Praying poster right next to the sign that said Polling Place. It was good advice on such an 

erserve Scotland and Ireland visited the Midweek Focus and shared 
some of the work that partners are doing in Asia and elsewhere. 

June marked a year exactly since the congregation began meeting in its new format. Do you 
remember our Thanksgiving Service? We had a very special time of worship and sharing of testimonies 
together that day as we thanked God for His goodness over the past year to us as a congregation.

 

Look Back Over the Year 

You might have opened a window on your advent 
calendar this morning, but we’re about to take a 
look back over the last year highlighting one event 
for each month. See how many you remember and 

th the Church Family at St Catherine’s Argyle Church. 

Time to come to after Christmas and the New Year. We were pleased to host the Bethany Care Shelter 

Lots of administration filled the month of March as we held our Stated Annual Meeting. We were 
encouraged to see how far we had come in a 
relatively short time since the split. It was also 

time when all our Church records were 
prepared and inspected by the Presbytery. We 
enjoyed Alison Noble’s, Headteacher at 
Sciennes Primary School, visit to the Midweek 
Focus, building closer links with the School in 

began at Sciennes school 
with Jane, our Locum Minister telling the Easter 
story at the school assemblies. We had a 
Maundy Thursday service in the church with a 
celebration of communion and then our whole 

were together on Easter Sunday. 

herine’s had a starring role on BBC news on Election Day. Many a chuckle went up when we saw 
our Try Praying poster right next to the sign that said Polling Place. It was good advice on such an 

Ireland visited the Midweek Focus and shared 

June marked a year exactly since the congregation began meeting in its new format. Do you 
ry special time of worship and sharing of testimonies 

together that day as we thanked God for His goodness over the past year to us as a congregation. We 
even managed a 
barbecue in the 
church garden in 
the sunshine! This 
month we had a 
lovely visit from Atef 
Gendy, the Principal 
of Cairo Theological 
Seminary.  



 
July 

Work began over the summer on designing a new logo for the Church and 
on designing and setting up a new website. 
 
August 

On the last Sunday in August we were able to elect our Nominating 
Committee, who are charged with identifying someone for the congregation to consider to be their 
next minister. We held a meeting with all our hall
sure all was ready for the new session of their activities.
 
September 

The highlight this month was the -Dance that we hosted in 
conjunction with Glencairn Renaissance. It was a very happy Friday 
afternoon when their residents and some from another nearby Care 

Home joined us for lunch. One of 
our keenest dancers tha
was 99 years old! 
when many students return to the 
city and we were interested to hear 
what David Fergusson, the Principal 
of New College shared with us at the Midweek Focus.
 

October 

We had a big Spring Clean(!) in the chur
Saturday morning to climb ladders, chop down bushes, wash skirting boards, 
clean out kitchens and cupboards and generally make sure the church was tidied 
up and given a really thorough clean to top up the weekly cleaning s
visit from the Community Police Officers gave a different perspective for prayer 
during our Midweek Focus. English Corner began on Monday evenings, providing 
an opportunity for internationals to practice their spoken English.
 
November 

This was a month of visitors. It was great to have our uniformed organisations with us on 
Remembrance Sunday.  We 
he told us more about the work 
heard from our local 
the Midweek Focus. They 
different perspective. 
At the end of the month we 
the Church of Scotland 
ministers and elders from 
Selkirk, Glasgow, Dundee, 
places. It was a time to 
and the ministries everyone represented. 
 
December 

And it’s December already! Where does the year go? We’re about to deliver Christmas 

 
  

Work began over the summer on designing a new logo for the Church and 
on designing and setting up a new website.  

On the last Sunday in August we were able to elect our Nominating 
tee, who are charged with identifying someone for the congregation to consider to be their 

We held a meeting with all our hall-users to get to know them a bit better and make 
sure all was ready for the new session of their activities. 

Dance that we hosted in 
conjunction with Glencairn Renaissance. It was a very happy Friday 
afternoon when their residents and some from another nearby Care 

Home joined us for lunch. One of 
our keenest dancers that afternoon 
was 99 years old! This is the month 
when many students return to the 
city and we were interested to hear 
what David Fergusson, the Principal 
of New College shared with us at the Midweek Focus.

(!) in the church as 15 volunteers turned up one 
Saturday morning to climb ladders, chop down bushes, wash skirting boards, 
clean out kitchens and cupboards and generally make sure the church was tidied 
up and given a really thorough clean to top up the weekly cleaning schedule. A 
visit from the Community Police Officers gave a different perspective for prayer 

English Corner began on Monday evenings, providing 
an opportunity for internationals to practice their spoken English.  

It was great to have our uniformed organisations with us on 
enjoyed the visit of David Knight as 
he has been doing in China. We also 
community policemen, Nei
helped us see our community from a 

hosted a conference for COSEN 
Evangelical Network and welcomed 
Dumfries, Biggar, Galash
Edinburgh, to name but a few 
encourage and support one another 

and the ministries everyone represented.  

And it’s December already! Where does the year go? We’re about to deliver Christmas 
invitations to our Festive services around the whole 
of the Parish. We’re preparing to welcome Sciennes 
Primary to the Church as they celebrate their 
Christmas Assemblies. And of course it’s time to 
decorate our Christmas Tree, light our Advent 
wreath and prepare to celebrate Christmas again 
with Carols old and new and to look forward to 
another year filled with the presence of Immanuel, 
God with Us and to trust him for all he will lead us 
into as a congregation in 2016.

tee, who are charged with identifying someone for the congregation to consider to be their 
users to get to know them a bit better and make 

of New College shared with us at the Midweek Focus.  

clean out kitchens and cupboards and generally make sure the church was tidied 
A 

visit from the Community Police Officers gave a different perspective for prayer 
English Corner began on Monday evenings, providing 

It was great to have our uniformed organisations with us on 
enjoyed the visit of David Knight as 
he has been doing in China. We also 
mmunity policemen, Neil and at 

helped us see our community from a 

hosted a conference for COSEN – 
Evangelical Network and welcomed 
Dumfries, Biggar, Galashiels, 
Edinburgh, to name but a few 
encourage and support one another 

And it’s December already! Where does the year go? We’re about to deliver Christmas Cards and 
invitations to our Festive services around the whole 
of the Parish. We’re preparing to welcome Sciennes 
Primary to the Church as they celebrate their 
Christmas Assemblies. And of course it’s time to 
decorate our Christmas Tree, light our Advent 
reath and prepare to celebrate Christmas again 

with Carols old and new and to look forward to 
another year filled with the presence of Immanuel, 
God with Us and to trust him for all he will lead us 
into as a congregation in 2016. 



We meet every Sunday at 
10.30am to worship together. 
A crèche and activities for 
children of primary school age 
are provided. 
 
On the last Sunday of the 
month we have an Evening 
Service which begins at 
6.30pm. 
 
Every Wednesday at 8pm we 
have our Midweek Focus. 
This is a time to pray for the 
needs of our world, parish and 
congregation. 
 
Through the week many 
community groups and 
uniformed organisations meet 
in our halls. More information 
about them can be found at 
www.stcaths.church 

 
 

 
 
Church Website 

 
 
Please take a look at our new website - 
www.stcaths.church  You will find lots of 
information about the Church there. As the site is 
new, it would really help us if you visited it from 
time to time. This makes it easier to find for 
those searching for it on Google and perhaps 
looking to come along and join us. And of course, 
you can keep up with us on Facebook. 
 
 

 
 

At the end of a busy year and the threshold of a New Year it’s good to pause and 
remember the faithfulness and goodness of God towards us. He has blessed us in so 
many ways! It’s also a time to pray that God would lead us expectantly into the New 
Year, giving us a fresh energy and passion in our knowing of Him and in our serving 
Him, His Church and His world. 
I wish you every blessing at this Christmastime! 

   Jane 

 
The Rev. Jane Howitt 
Locum Minister  
 
 
On behalf of the Kirk Session of St Catherine’s Argyle Church of Scotland SC: 009379 
 


