
 

One Month In. 

It’s now over a month since I started at St Catherine’s Argyle 

as the new minister and I am overwhelmed by how 

I have been made to feel. As a parent

see the way in which Douglas in particular has flourished as 

he has got to know the people at Church. Recently we were 

on the bus going past the church on the way to a swimming 

lesson and he pointed out with gladness 

church Dad”. As a minister I’ve fe

welcome people at Church who are visiting and also the way 

in which people are glad to take part in so many different 

things both practical and spiritual alike.

Along with finding my way about the building and parish and learning the respective 

histories etc. I have also been really privileged to get the opportunity to learn of and engage 

with people from both the church and community. It’s great to

important to them and just to learn a bit of the

I look forward to more learning and listening as I continue to settle. Likewise, I look forward 

to continuing in the journey of growing together in our faith in the Lord Jesus C

have reflected upon in our opening series from Colossians we know “Christ in us the Hope of 

Glory” (Colossians 1:27). How might we as people who know this

and share our faith in this new season?

Once again, Thanks for making me feel so welcome

Your Minister and Friend 

Stuart 

P.S. I’ve only locked myself out of the office once 

  Opening Sermon Series: 

I was really fortunate to have Rev Dr Fyfe Blair, my former probation 

supervisor 

11:1-22

might break new boundaries. Since that Sunday we’ve been working 

our way through Paul’s letter to the Church in Colossae. We are now 

up and running with the technology that allows us to put recordings 

of these sermons online. The link for ‘Latest Sermons’ is on the church home page but if you 

would like to receive copies on CD please get in touch with the Church office.
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It’s now over a month since I started at St Catherine’s Argyle 

as the new minister and I am overwhelmed by how welcome 

I have been made to feel. As a parent, I’ve been so glad to 

see the way in which Douglas in particular has flourished as 

he has got to know the people at Church. Recently we were 

the church on the way to a swimming 

he pointed out with gladness – “that’s our new 

church Dad”. As a minister I’ve feel so glad to see the way we 

welcome people at Church who are visiting and also the way 

in which people are glad to take part in so many different 

iritual alike. 

Along with finding my way about the building and parish and learning the respective 

histories etc. I have also been really privileged to get the opportunity to learn of and engage 

with people from both the church and community. It’s great to hear about what is 

important to them and just to learn a bit of their story.  

I look forward to more learning and listening as I continue to settle. Likewise, I look forward 

to continuing in the journey of growing together in our faith in the Lord Jesus C

have reflected upon in our opening series from Colossians we know “Christ in us the Hope of 

Glory” (Colossians 1:27). How might we as people who know this, continue to learn, grow 

and share our faith in this new season? 

making me feel so welcome 

P.S. I’ve only locked myself out of the office once – that’s pretty good going right?

I was really fortunate to have Rev Dr Fyfe Blair, my former probation 

supervisor preach me in on the 1
st

 of May. Fyfe took us through Acts 

22 and left us with an encouraging challenge about how we 

might break new boundaries. Since that Sunday we’ve been working 

our way through Paul’s letter to the Church in Colossae. We are now 

and running with the technology that allows us to put recordings 

of these sermons online. The link for ‘Latest Sermons’ is on the church home page but if you 

would like to receive copies on CD please get in touch with the Church office.
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Along with finding my way about the building and parish and learning the respective 

histories etc. I have also been really privileged to get the opportunity to learn of and engage 

hear about what is 

I look forward to more learning and listening as I continue to settle. Likewise, I look forward 

to continuing in the journey of growing together in our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. As we 

have reflected upon in our opening series from Colossians we know “Christ in us the Hope of 

continue to learn, grow 

that’s pretty good going right?   

I was really fortunate to have Rev Dr Fyfe Blair, my former probation 

. Fyfe took us through Acts 

and left us with an encouraging challenge about how we 

might break new boundaries. Since that Sunday we’ve been working 

our way through Paul’s letter to the Church in Colossae. We are now 

and running with the technology that allows us to put recordings 

of these sermons online. The link for ‘Latest Sermons’ is on the church home page but if you 

would like to receive copies on CD please get in touch with the Church office. 



 

 

Alpha Plus – By Ros Mackenzie

The four core members of this year’s 

to continue to meet after the course ended. So during April 

and May we met together weekly to discuss aspects of the 

life of Jesus, using the Scripture Union resource Essential 

Jesus.  It has been great to listen to heart

questions and hear different perspectives on the relevance 

of the teaching of Jesus for us today.  Eating together was 

an undoubted highlight and we finished with a huge 

Chinese banquet prepared by one of the p

Thanks to all those who worked hard to make 

Alpha Plus a success.  Many of you helped with 

sound/vision, welcoming, leading, cooking, serving 

refreshments and washing up.  This was a team effort and 

those who came to Alpha were real

to all who prayed and let’s continue to remember each of 

the participants. 

A Season of Invitation 

As I write this we are just a few days away from our first ‘Back to Church Sunday’. I am excited for it. 

The idea is really simple – we have our

(in this case the 12
th

 of June) we make a special effort to invite friends, family and people from our 

community. The model is really simple: You pray that God would give you an opportunity to invite 

someone and then when there is an opportunity you make an invite. We of course hope tha

whoever is invited will take us up on that invitation, but it is OK if they don’t 

business of forcing on pressuring people to come to church. The interesting thi

both experience and research tells us that often folks

actually take someone up on the offer.

It’s because of this that we don’t want to make an invitation to Church just a once a year things. We 

want to work it into the ebb and flow of what we do as a Church. Beca

other invitational services around Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas. So 

the person you invited said no or didn’t come 

up to it. It’s not to say they won’t come along when it’s harvest 

farmer – or they might like to join us for remembrance 

service?  

As minister of St Cath’s I invite you to prayerfully be a part of the invit

to those around us. 
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Ros Mackenzie 

The four core members of this year’s Alpha group wanted 

to continue to meet after the course ended. So during April 

and May we met together weekly to discuss aspects of the 

life of Jesus, using the Scripture Union resource Essential 

t has been great to listen to heart-searching 

questions and hear different perspectives on the relevance 

of the teaching of Jesus for us today.  Eating together was 

an undoubted highlight and we finished with a huge 

Chinese banquet prepared by one of the participants.  

Thanks to all those who worked hard to make Alpha and 

a success.  Many of you helped with 

sound/vision, welcoming, leading, cooking, serving 

refreshments and washing up.  This was a team effort and 

those who came to Alpha were really appreciative. Thanks 

to all who prayed and let’s continue to remember each of 

As I write this we are just a few days away from our first ‘Back to Church Sunday’. I am excited for it. 

have our service like we do every Sunday but on this particular Sunday

we make a special effort to invite friends, family and people from our 

community. The model is really simple: You pray that God would give you an opportunity to invite 

someone and then when there is an opportunity you make an invite. We of course hope tha

whoever is invited will take us up on that invitation, but it is OK if they don’t 

business of forcing on pressuring people to come to church. The interesting thi

both experience and research tells us that often folks sometimes take a few invitations before they 

actually take someone up on the offer. 

It’s because of this that we don’t want to make an invitation to Church just a once a year things. We 

want to work it into the ebb and flow of what we do as a Church. Because of this we will be doing 

other invitational services around Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas. So don’t be disheartened if 

the person you invited said no or didn’t come – perhaps they were busy that weekend or didn’t feel 

y won’t come along when it’s harvest – maybe they have a relative who I a 

or they might like to join us for remembrance – perhaps they or a family member are ex

As minister of St Cath’s I invite you to prayerfully be a part of the invitation that this church extends 

 

As I write this we are just a few days away from our first ‘Back to Church Sunday’. I am excited for it. 

service like we do every Sunday but on this particular Sunday 

we make a special effort to invite friends, family and people from our 

community. The model is really simple: You pray that God would give you an opportunity to invite 

someone and then when there is an opportunity you make an invite. We of course hope that 

whoever is invited will take us up on that invitation, but it is OK if they don’t – we are not in the 

business of forcing on pressuring people to come to church. The interesting thing is this though: 

sometimes take a few invitations before they 

It’s because of this that we don’t want to make an invitation to Church just a once a year things. We 

use of this we will be doing 

on’t be disheartened if 

perhaps they were busy that weekend or didn’t feel 

maybe they have a relative who I a 

perhaps they or a family member are ex-

ation that this church extends 
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What’s happening… 

We meet every Sunday at 

10.30am to worship together. A 

crèche and activities for children 

of primary school age are 

provided.  

On the last Sunday of the month 

we have an Evening Service 

which begins at 6.30pm. 

Every Wednesday at 7.45pm 

Midweek Meeting Point.  

Tea/coffee, reflection and time of 

prayer for the needs of our world, 

parish and congregation. 

2nd Sunday Soup Lunch 

Immediately after the morning 

service please join us for a soup 

lunch. 

3rd Sunday Glencairn Care 

Home monthly short service 

2.30pm 

Through the week many 

community groups and 

uniformed organisations meet in 

our halls. More information about 

them can be found at 

www.stcaths.church 

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 2016 – Rory 

Mackenzie (Elder) 

The Assembly meets for almost a week each year in the 

Assembly Hall at New College on the Mound.  Around 720 

Commissioners (those who have voting rights) made up of 

Ministers and Elders from churches from our denomination 

met to discuss a variety of reports presented to the Assembly.  

In addition, there were around 130 delegates from other 

churches both here in the UK and overseas.  This was my first 

time as a commissioner and I just want to share a couple of 

aspects of the assembly week that particularly caught my 

attention.  

The role of the Kirk in Scottish society:  The arrival of the Lord 

High Commissioner (Baron Hope of Craighead), Her Majesty’s 

representative to the Assembly, the presence of the First 

Minister and other political and civic dignitaries demonstrated 

the connection between the Church of Scotland and our nation.  

This is often not so obvious during the rest of the year! 

However, I think that for the Commissioners this experience 

created a sense of the significance of the Church’s input to the 

life of Scotland.   

The high standard of reports from the various committees of 

the church and the ensuing responses.  Let me mention two of 

these.   

The Report of the World Mission Council.  There was a strong 

ecological focus in this document e.g. climate change and how it impacts our partner churches and 

the importance of being good stewards of our world and its resources.  Initially, I did wonder if there 

was an excessive focus on ‘green’ issues in the report.  A subsequent extended conversation, 

however, with a former eco-warrior and anti-fracking campaigner at the Meadows’ Festival 

reminded me of the importance of this topic!  It was good to see Malcolm and Cati Ramsay, our 

mission partner in Nepal at the Assembly.  Malcolm thanked the Assembly for the help given by the 

Church of Scotland to rebuilding projects in Nepal.   

The Report of the Committee on Chaplains to Her Majesty’s Forces.  This was a colourful occasion, 

with uniforms, medals, brass and braid.  The Second Sea Lord in his address to the Assembly spoke 

very warmly of the sterling work of Church of Scotland chaplains in supporting troops, often in 

dangerous situations.   

Heart and Soul  

This year’s Heart and Soul was great as ever. It was nice to bump into folk that you 

know and see lots of folks from the Church out enjoying the nice weather. 

There were lots of different stalls where we could be encouraged to see what 

other churches and organisations were doing. One stall had a superman cut out 

and our minister Stuart could not resist the opportunity! 

Perhaps we could take a stall next year? Watch this space.  
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Meadow’s festival: 

Ingredients: 1 Pop up Gazebo, 1 Large cut out of a human with “what’s important to you” written on 

it, 1 cut out of the church with “how can the Church serve the community” written on it, a stack of 

colourful pens, a St Catherine’s Argyle Parish Church sign, a stack of invites to ‘Back to Church 

Sunday’, a Try praying banner and booklets, 5 church t-shirts, twenty or so church members, a table 

football table and finally two sun filled days. 

Method: Prayerfully add all the ingredients together and leave for two days’ worth of interesting and 

engaging conversations peppered with some heated table football games. 

Outcome: A fantastic experience where we as a church were able to be present in the community in 

which God has placed us.  

Thanks to all those who prayed for and took part in the festival, both over the weekend and also all 

the prep that went in beforehand. It was a great experience and I was so encouraged as a minister 

about the way in which people were up for helping out and making people feel welcome. The large 

cut outs are presently in the Church office window for people on the street to read. If you get a 

chance, why not have a look at some of the really insightful things that people have written. 

The challenge for us as a church now is how can we continue to be a positive presence our 

community and of course engage with what is important to people and be witnesses to the Good 

News. 

Here are some photos from the past couple of months of our New Members joining, Stuart’s 

Induction and the meadows festival. 
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