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Advent 2016 

Dear Friend, 

New Journeys, New Chapters 

I wonder if any of you are planning to be away over the Christmas period?  I don’t know about you, 
but if I’m left to my own devices when it comes to preparing for a trip I am always last minute.  In 
the past I’ve been caught out by leaving it too late and it usually swings one of two ways.  I either 
take way too much and have extra to carry or I forget something that is vital.  Thankfully, to date, 
I’ve never forgotten my passport! 

I want to tell you about an interesting journey that a man once undertook.  We cannot comment on 
his ability to prepare for the journey because this was a journey that came out of the blue.  When he 
awoke that morning he could never have conceived what would unfold, not in a million years.  In 
fact, as it transpired he did not need to worry about packing because his host had kindly sent 
abundant transport options for him and his family and told him that everything that he might 
conceivably need was already there for him to have.  Sounds like quite a trip does it not?  

It was not the transport, nor was it the readymade provision that was the best thing about this trip 
though.  No, it was the fact that he found out that he was to be setting off to be re-united with his 
long-lost son whom he had presumed to have died tragically several years previously. 

I wonder if you know who our traveller is in this instance?  It’s a man called Jacob and we read 
about his journey in the Bible in Genesis Chapter 46. 

In our Sunday morning services in recent weeks we’ve been learning about one of Jacob’s sons, 
Joseph. We’ve learnt of his down and up experience as his brothers sold him as a slave and deceived 
their father about his death.  He ended up forgotten and in prison and yet came out the other side 
to rise to prominence in Egypt.  Incredibly, Joseph meets his brothers again.  They had come to 
Egypt because they had heard that there was grain which they sorely needed because of a famine.  
Unbeknown to them, the very man they were asking for grain was their brother.  He, of course, 
knew all along who they were. 

It was hard for Joseph to keep a rein on his emotions but eventually the scene was set for this 
family, including the grieving father, be re-united.  A journey was arranged for Jacob who had no 
idea that his day, his life and his outlook were about to be completely turned around. 

What must his emotions have been as he set out on that journey towards new territories and 
chapters?  How would you have been feeling? 

What is made clear, time and time again, as we read about Jacob and his family, is that God was in 
control and was bringing about this new season and chapter. 

Journeying through Advent let us ready ourselves for the greatest of new chapters that history has 
ever known – God’s Son with us (Immanuel).  I encourage you to live out the joy of this new 
chapter in Christ trusting the Lord to lead us on to exciting new things – even if we have no idea 
what they will be! 

Yours prayerfully, 

 

Stuart  

The Rev Stuart Irvin 
your friend and minister 

  



2 

 

Baptism 

A happy occasion was had on the 4th September when we welcomed 

the Rev Dr Martin Fair of St Andrew’s, Arbroath to lead the service and 

conduct Gregor Irvin’s baptism.   

The next day Gregor went with some cake (and his mum and dad) to 

visit members in Morlich house. Here he is pictured with Mrs Currie, the 

most senior member of St Catherine’s Argyle. 

 
 

 

 

For a number of years now we have run 

Englishcorner which meets weekly and is designed 

to give international students the opportunity to 

practise their English conversation skills and get to 

know some local people.  There are around 16,000 

international students here in Edinburgh and it is so 

enriching for us to get to know some of them.  It is fascinating to hear their life stories and listen to 

their plans for the future. 

We have around 35 on our register but a core group of 8 to 10 come along each Monday night.  We 

are looking forward to a St Andrew's night together at the end of November and then there are the 

festive events coming up.  We have had such fun with Englishcorner and we hope to continue with it 

- at least until it becomes too cold for the students to come out at night!  Do remember them, as it 

is hard to do post-graduate work in a second language, adjust to a different model of learning and 

also to be away from family and friends. 

 
 

Queen meets Christeen 

Christeen Smith was awarded the MBE in the Queen's 

Birthday Honours List for services to stoma care 

patients.  Christeen is the stoma care specialist nurse 

at the Sick Children's hospital here in Edinburgh.  

Christeen received her MBE from HM The Queen at a 

ceremony at Buckingham Palace. 

 

 

 

In the same Honours List the Rev John Smith, Christeen's 

dad, received the British Empire Medal in recognition of 

his 60 years of ministry and service to the community in 

North Uist.   

Our congratulations to Christeen and John Smith on their 

awards. 
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Family News 

Rosie's Wedding 

Rosie and James were married in Richmond, London on a warm 

and sunny day in August surrounded by family and friends.  

Rosie is the daughter of David and Alyson McEwan and has been 

a member of St Catherine's Argyle for many years.   

We wish Rosie and James every happiness for their future 

together. 

Joanna’s Engagement 

Congratulations to Joanna on her engagement to Samuel Cumpsty.  Joanna is the daughter of 

Rosalyn and Rory Mackenzie and attended St Catherine's Argyle before leaving for university.  

Currently Joanna is doing voluntary medical work in a South East Asian country.  Sam is a relief and 

development worker and has served for a number of years in Africa.  For the past five years he has 

worked with Christian Aid in London.  At the moment Jo and Sam are travelling in South East Asia.  

The wedding is on the 4th February - hope they make it back in time! 

Georgia’s Birth 

Congratulations to Iain & Katie Murray on the birth of their daughter Georgia Lily on 4th November 

2016 – a little sister for Oscar. 

 
 

www.stcaths.church 

Our website continues to evolve.  Since the summer 

the audio-visual team has been learning to record 

Sunday morning sermons and these are posted on 

the website.  So if you miss a sermon or want to 

listen again, go to the website.  The complete series 

on Joseph is now available. 

If you spot an error or have suggestions to improve 

the website, please send an e-mail to 

info@stcaths.church. 

 

 

Malcolm & Cati Ramsay 

Here is an update from the Ramsays who have been prayer 
partners of us here at St Catherine’s while working in Nepal. 
  
Malcolm writes: We thank you most warmly for your prayers 
for us during our period of service as Mission Partners in 
Nepal, and ask you to pray for God's blessing and goodness to 
be on the congregation of Willowbrae Church of Scotland and 
us as we start this new journey together in the near future.  At 
the same time we will remember with gladness and prayer all 
those in the St Cath's family, and your ongoing work.  
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Tearfund Scotland Christmas Tour 
 

 
 

On Saturday 3rd December at 7:30pm St Catherine’s Argyle hosts the Tearfund Scotland 

Christmas Tour as it comes to Edinburgh.  Singer-song writers Yvonne Lyon and David Lyon are 

joining with worship leader and singer-song writer Allan McKinlay, and singer and musician Ellyn 

Oliver (New Scottish Hymns) to give us an evening of beautiful carols and original Christmas songs.  

Each performance on the tour helps to raise money for Tearfund’s partners, bringing hope to poor 

communities throughout the world. Tickets, £6, at the door or from the church office. 

 

Christmas Services 
 
• ‘A Blue Christmas’ –  

Wednesday, 14th December, 6:00pm 
a short reflective service for those who  

find Christmas difficult  
 

• Family Nativity Service –  

Sunday, 18th December, 10:30am 
with craft, songs and an impromptu  

nativity play 
 

• Christingle Service –  

Christmas Eve, 24th December, 4:00pm 
bring the children, make a Christingle  

and sing together 
 

• Watchnight Service –  

Christmas Eve, 24th December, 11.30pm 
welcome Christmas singing well known carols  

by candlelight 
 

• Christmas Day –  

25th December, 10:30am 
a short all age service to celebrate the  

birth of Jesus Christ 
 

Sundays 10.30am morning service.  

A crèche and activities for young 

children is provided. 

Evening Service  

6.30pm on last Sunday of the month. 

Every Wednesday at 8pm we have 

our Midweek Meeting Point. This is 

a time to pray for the needs of our 

world, parish and congregation. 

House group usually meets 7.30pm 

on Tuesdays at the manse                 

(5 Palmerston Rd) 

2nd Sunday soup lunch.  After 

morning service on the 2nd Sunday of 

the month we have an informal soup 

lunch in hall. 

Through the week many community 

groups and uniformed organisations 

meet in our halls. More information 

about them can be found at 

www.stcaths.church 

 

St Catherine’s Argyle 

SC: 009379 
 

 


