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Easter 2017 

 

 

What happens after Easter?  It depends who you ask!  For parents and teachers, what happens after 
Easter is the schools return to the normal routine.  For the students, what comes next is exams.  For 
the sweet toothed opportunist, what happens after Easter is the chocolate eggs are all reduced!  
Perhaps, optimistically, we might hope that the reduced-price chocolate might be comfort and study 
aid for the exam stretched students.  I don’t miss exams. 

Perhaps some of the above examples might echo our own experience, but the question still 
resonates to us as a church – what comes after? 

Well in the chronological sense there is certainly the encouragement of the narrative that followed 
for the early Church in its fledgling state.  We build to the excitement of Pentecost when the Holy 
Spirit came down upon the believers and they went out with boldness to tell the good news.  If it’s 
something you’ve not read for a while I would encourage you to perhaps take a journey through the 
book of Acts in your personal devotions. 

Beyond chronology though I would like us to think about what comes next for us in our mission as 
we seek to share the good news.  How do we tell it and how do we share it? 

Easter is a high point in our church year when we retell and journey through the account of Christ’s 
passion and resurrection.  This message is at the heart of the Good News.  It is the foundational 
point for the Gospel that Mark the Evangelist was so enthused to share.  We’ve been looking at the 
early chapters of Mark’s Gospel and it is clear he wants to share the Good News.  He knew it would 
have an impact on people’s lives.  

The first 4 weeks after Easter will see us as a church looking at Mark Chapter 4 and the four 
different parables that Jesus uses about sharing the word.  In terms of chronology and narrative it 
would seem we are jumping back a bit – but that is no bad thing.  We are going back to thinking 
about how the News of Jesus might be shared – the Gospel shared.  We’ll think of metaphors such 
as sowing seed – which is appropriate for those that will be thinking about planting out in the garden 
for summer (I am reminded that I am hoping to get some spuds into the manse garden – but the 
window may be closing soon!). 

Returning to my question – what is next?  I hope that what is next for us is that the season of 
Easter will encourage us to think about the message that we have to share and the Good News that 
we have to pass on and the seed that is to be sown. 

Some will see the reduced eggs as a bit of good news.  Let us commit to praying that the message 
of Easter will resonate beyond and into the next season as we share the Good News and long to see 
an exciting harvest 30, 60 or even 100 times greater than what has been sown. (Mark 4:20) 

 

 

Your Friend and Minister, 

 

Stuart 
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150th Anniversary visit by the Moderator of Church of Scotland     
Sunday 19th March 2017  

The Right Rev Dr Russell Barr brought the greetings, prayers and good wishes of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland as he was welcomed to this significant event by our minister, 
the Rev Stuart Irvin.  The Moderator rejoiced that the Word of God had been faithfully preached 
within these walls for the last 150 years.  He prayed that the congregation would continue to flourish 
as the Word is preached and members are engaged within the local community.  In preaching he 
encouraged us to continue in this way. 

Many representatives of local churches attended, as did one of our former ministers, the Rev Victor 
Laidlaw and his wife Sheila.  Our local head teacher, local councillor, and many friends also returned 

for the special occasion.  One visitor, Frank Strang 
reminded us that his grand-father, James Nash Gourlay, 
was the minister here in the 1930/40s, and he thanked the 
congregation who cared for his mother, left as an orphan in 
1940.  After the service, the congregation and guests 
enjoyed a meal together, just as had happened 150 years 
ago. 

One of our members, Calum Martin, presented a short 
history during the service which is summarised below. A full 
version is available at www.stcaths.church    

“In February 1867, the first minister of this church, Dr Horatius Bonar celebrated the first 
Communion in this building, and we join today to celebrate all God has done through the ministry of 
this congregation for the last 150 years. 

Bonar was a humble and wonderful evangelical preacher, but 
best known today for his hymns.  He wrote over 600 works of 
verse, mostly hymns, many of which are commonly sung in 
Scotland today and in translations across the world.  

A tradition of faithful outreach has continued unbroken, though 
in changing forms.  From the Causewayside Mission, for many 
decades, Social Evenings of the 1940s; the work of the Youth 
Committee from 1946 through the 1950s, the congregation here 
has responded to the changing nature of this part of this city 
and our society, finding new ways to share the gospel.  Today 
we run “English Corner”, “Who Let the Dads Out?”, “Alpha 
Courses” and more- all different ways of reaching out to our community.  

But life is rarely plain sailing.  Three years ago, our then-
minister and a number of members chose to leave the Church of 
Scotland.  We are grateful to God for the ways He has helped us 
to move forward since then.  
We’ve seen new members join us, 
and watched people find new 
ways to serve and be involved.  
Last April, we were delighted to 
have the Rev Stuart Irvin come to 
us as our minister.  

The continued regrowth of the 
congregation is visible, more and 

more each week, and the spirit of Christian Fellowship is as strong 
here as ever.  

In the last 150 years God’s Word, has been preached; His people 
have been encouraged; and friends, neighbours and strangers have 
been made welcome.  May the next 150 years see that continue.”  
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Little Fish 
Little Fish is now up and running and it has been great getting to know 
new names and faces.  We have taken a break for Easter and look forward 
to getting back to our usual routine.  It takes place on a Monday between 
10am and 11:30am and is run by Trish Sinclair, Lindsay Bruce and Stuart.  
We are always glad of extra people to help, especially with the setting up 
and putting away of the toys – speak to any of the leaders if you would 
like to know more. 

 
Who Let the Dads Out? 
‘Who Let the Dads Out?’ has now settled into a rhythm of the last 
Saturday of the month between 10am and 11:30am.  It has been a 
great fun way of getting dads together and giving mums a break on a 
Saturday morning.  Recently we held a conference with some other 
churches that might be interested in running a similar event.   
We look forward to seeing how it will grow in the future. 

 
Englishcorner 

It has been a pleasure to host English conversation sessions at the church since last September.  
Around six to eight international students have attended Englishcorner on Monday evenings.  One of 
the highlights of our time together was a day out to Holy Island.  We enjoyed great weather as we 
walked, had our picnic and explored some of the island’s spiritual heritage.  We have now come to 
the end of the conversation sessions.  Hopefully we will continue to share together in social events.  
A small group of us continue to look at aspects of the Christian faith on Monday evenings. 

The Englishcorner team 
 

Church family news 

Birth 

Congratulations to Katherine & Leo Peskett on the birth of their daughter Miriam on 10th March 

Death 

Graham Scott on 1st December 2016 

New members 

Joshua & Lindsay Bruce. 
Grant Douglas 

Congratulations  

Rev Malcolm Ramsay was introduced as transition Minister of Willowbrae parish on 2nd March.  
Malcolm & Cati were missionary prayer partners of St Catherine’s Argyle when they worked in Nepal.  

Christeen Smith MBE received the Stoma Nurse of the Year Award at a ceremony recently- a 
fantastic achievement. 

 

Annual church spring clean  
took place on 4th March.   
The team is shown here taking a well-deserved break.
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Easter Services 
 
 Palm Sunday  

10.30am Service 
with Creche & Sunday club 
 

 Maundy Thursday, 13th April, 7.30pm 
Communion.  
 

 Good Friday, 14th April, 7.30pm 
Combined service  
at Marchmont St Giles Church 
 

 Easter Saturday, 15th April, 2pm  
Easter Play in Princes St Gardens 
 

 Easter Sunday  
Family Service 10.30am  
Celebration of Christ, our risen Lord. 
Baptism of Jack Bruce. 
 

 Easter Evening 
Resurrection 2017 7.30pm Usher Hall 
Tickets from Origin Scotland: 
www.originscotland.org or 0131 208 0095 

 
 
 
 

Dates for the Diary 
 
Sunday 30th April 
Baptism of Georgia Murray 
 
Saturday 6th May, 10am-12noon 
Church vision day in the church. 
Sharing together as a church family as we 
reflect on the year that has been and think 
about all that lies ahead as we seek to 
reach out with the good news of Jesus 
Christ. 

Sundays 10.30am morning 
service.  A crèche and activities 
for young children are provided. 

Evening Service  
6.30pm on last Sunday of the 
month. 

Every Wednesday at 8pm. 
Midweek meeting point.  
This is a time to pray for the 
needs of our world, parish and 
congregation. 

Little Fish  
parent & children 0-5yr 
playgroup Mondays 10-
11.30am resumes 24th April 

2nd Sunday soup lunch.  
After morning service on the 2nd 
Sunday of the month we have 
an informal soup lunch in hall. 

Who Let the Dads Out?  
10-11.30am on last Saturday 
of month.  

Glencairn service 2.30pm on 
third Sunday of the month. 

Through the week many 
community groups and 
uniformed organisations meet in 
our halls.  More information 
about them can be found at 
www.stcaths.church 

 
 

St Catherine’s Argyle 
SC: 009379  

 


