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Good News for Me and Good News for you – Mark 1:14-20 

21.1.18 

Intro: 

Imagine the scenario; someone walks into the room and 

says, 'I've got some good news for you'. What's your stock response?  

Is it perhaps 'OK then, what's the bad news that goes along with it?' 

We are going to have a mixed relationship with news? 

Maybe we are in a cycle of bad or unwelcome news in our life? 

Maybe you have got some good news to share that you almost can't 

wait to tell? 

Maybe you've come across a quaint news story and you quite enjoy 

telling people about it? Incidentally, did you hear that they have 

come up with some witty names for the gritters such as: Sir Andy 

Flurry, Luke Snow Walker, and my 

favorite, Gritty Gritty Bang Bang.  

Not only that, you can also watch a live 

feed of where they are. 

 

What about life changing news though. What about the good news of 

Jesus. 

We are in the opening chapter of the Gospel of Mark which started 

with these words: ‘The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God’ (Mk 1:1). 

when we come to the passage that we read this morning with Jesus 

proclaiming the kingdom and calling disciples we learn that it is 

Good news for me, and it is good news for you. It is good news for 
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me, the individual, to respond to this Kingdom call, and it is good 

news for you, as in the others around us, as we think of the kingdom 

co-workers that we see in those that responded to Jesus' call as we 

read it here and think of his call echoing to this day. 

As we look at this passage we will cover the Kingdom call for me 

(and the response that we make individually to that good news), we 

will then look at the kingdom co-workers who have responded, the 

others, the ‘yous’, that we see, that we might be challenged and 

inspired by their examples. 

 

The Kingdom Call - Good News for Me. 

Cross over the bridge, the new bridge, and 

you enter into a Kingdom, The Kingdom of 

Fife, nestled between the Forth and the Tay. Rich in history and 

culture with a rolling coastland. I know we have at least two Fifers in 

our midst so we can learn from them what Kingdom living is like. 

What about a figure, two thousand years ago, proclaiming good news 

about a special kind of kingdom, the Kingdom of God? 

How do we start to understand this? 

Mark 1:1 this is good news for us to read.  And it started with John, 

breaking the prophetic silence and preparing the way. 

The scene has been set, for those in Galilee, but also for us as 

readers. 

The subject of John's proclamation is now taking centre stage and he 

has good news to share. 
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The Kingdom of God is at hand. This was something anticipated. 

The people of God waiting for a heavenly rule with a perspective of 

prophetic material and feeling oppressed. 

Jesus proclaiming these words is something explosive. 

He says that the kingdom is now at hand. 

Developing and understanding of the kingdom is something that 

brings both beauty and challenge. 

It is something that is at hand, meanwhile it is something that we 

pray for ('Your kingdom come'), and it is something that is described 

in parables as we will see in Chapter 4. 

One common way of describing it is 'Now but not yet' 

Whilst it might be a challenge to land on a succinct understanding of 

the kingdom (which I actually find beauty in) the thing that is made 

most clear is how we are to respond. This is the me part. Listen to 

Jesus and respond. Repenting means changing our outlook, The 

Message paraphrase has it as 'Change your life and believe'.  

This news that Jesus brought is good news. Truly good news, for us, 

for me, where we have a new beginning. 

 

Have you heard that good news, have you responded to that good 

news?  Have you made a new start in him? Are we living in a 

Kingdom-ready way? 

 

Maybe pray during sermon.  
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Good news for you -  Kingdom co-workers. 

In that place of Galilee where this message was 

proclaimed we see the call and response of 

others. We see their devotion and response and the role that they had 

and we are minded of the bigger picture to which we belong. 

(Example: Following way marks the wrong way.) 

Well if that was ambiguous, here is the exact opposite. It is clear, 

with a purpose and direction which can be understood.  

There is no recruitment agency, there is no leeting or pre-requisites.  

The call is direct and distinct in its nature and the responses are 

decisive and daring. 

These 4 are likely middle class, business-owning men. They put 

down their nets and they went.  

An inspiration, but also a model. 

 

Challenge: 

I’ve been going through a process to learn 

how to assess applicants for ministry. It is 

nowhere as fast as this call, in fact at times it is glacial in 

comparison. But it is still in essence an exercise in hearing 

and responding to the call of God. 



5 
 

It takes me back to my own journey. 

My Picture. A response to a call. 

 

On a practical note I share this as we 

think of how we might raise up new leaders. 

I am find myself used to speaking this language. 

But I know that God calls all of us. 

 

As we live out this good news, as we respond and journey in 

it, what will it look like for us? 

 

What are the new chapters we are headed into? What are the 

daring and decisive steps we take as we step forward in faith, 

both as individuals and as a church? 


