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 Seeing is Believing…? Jn 1:43-51   

14.117  

 

Is seeing really believing? 

(Examples)  

 

 

BBC News, Hawaii Missile Alert: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-

us-canada-42677604 

 

I would see this and believe given all the tensions. 

 

In converse, see the evidence quite clearly, but choose not to 

do anything about it - plastics use? 

 

 

My hypothesis for justified, real belief is that 

seeing is a part of believing but not the crux.  

Think of it this way, after Jesus rose, he was 
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there in the presence of the disciples on the mountain side, 

were told in Mt 28:17 that they worshiped, but some doubted. 

Even in his presence there were those who doubted. In 

contrast we live out the reality that 

though we believe and have faith cf 

Heb 11:1.  

 

The seeing, is not the crux, for me it is the relating to and the 

experience that draws us into belief; real and living belief. 

 

I would assert that this is the case for my own faith journey, 

but I want to suggest that it is what we see here with this 

passage for John's Gospel. 

 

What we are able to do with this passage is look at the 

relational journey. We see a journey towards belief that 

centres around an encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Looking at Nathaniel particular we see this time line of 

(Sceptical - Searching - Certain). The certainty doesn't come 

with sight, it comes with the experience of knowing that 
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Jesus, searches him and knows him, indeed saw him under 

the fig tree.  As we look closer at his experience this morning 

we are going to be able to explore the genesis of our own 

belief, where ever we are on that time line (Sceptical - 

Searching - Certain). But also, as we look we see the simple, 

faithful and invitational example of Philip; together we can 

reflect on the impact that our faith can have on others. 

 

This is a passage that shows us relational experiences 

 

Exeg and Explore.  

 

• Timeline - Called other Disciples and in terms of the 

narrative we are building up the launching of Jesus' 

public ministry in Jn 2 (Signs for Belief)  

• Vs 43 is wonderfully simple. We know from the rest 

of the passage and the whiteness of the Gospel that 

Philip was prepared to follow. 

• Vs 45 Shows a Solid understanding, Some scholars 

critique how developed Nathaniel’s understanding is 
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because of his connection to Joseph. I feel this to be 

somewhat unfair - he is speaking the language that 

Nathaniel would expect. We ought to do likewise, and 

even if our theology is still forming we should not be 

put off sharing our faith. 

• vs 46. It's common place to see a bit of back and forth 

between regions (E.G. Glasgow/Edinburgh) at times 

these things can go too far, they can even be hurtful. 

Nathaniel asks if anything good can come from 

Nazareth. Two reasons to be disparaging about 

Nazareth - Biblical Silence and Backwater. Either have 

credence but the crux here is the starting point. Doubt. 

I would always prefer doubt and intrigue over 

indifference 100 times over.  

• Come and See. The wonderful simplicity of this is so 

profound. Imagine the converse - Wikipedia articles, 

essay thesis, finely honed apologetics.  

• That Nathaniel was prepared to make that journey is 

quite something. What follows is a relational encounter 
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and we can show that time line of belief. (Sceptical - 

Searching - Certain). 

Drawing our study of this set passage to a close we come to 

the challenging verse that concludes chapter 1 one of John's 

gospel. Greater things than these? Heaven open? What we are 

to make of this.  

 

Firstly it is a plural rendering – ‘yous’ will see (this is when 

it helps being Scottish) this is for a broader readership. It 

takes us back to Jacob, who does not have as good a character 

reference as Nathanael. Jacob had stolen his brother's birth 

right by an act of deception, still though, God had plans to 

reveal for his people and it was Jacob who experienced these 

things. In Gen 28 Jacob has a heavenly dream in which he 

sees a stairway or ladder going up to heaven. It was showing 

a divine encounter. 

  

When Jesus, alluding to [Jacob’s 

Dream of God] said to his disciples, 

‘you shall see heaven open, and the 



6 
 

angels of God ascending and descending on the Son 

of Man’, he was implying that the place where people 

encounter God was now in the person of his Son, 

Jesus, and that it was through him that God was now 

revealing his truth. 

 

Kruse, C.G., 2003. 

God's truth is revealed in in the Lord Jesus Christ and it is 

revealed to all of us as we encounter it here in the scriptures. 

This is an explosive truth. 

 

Challenge  

 

As we have looked at that 

journey, in particular that of 

Nathaniel, what are the truths that start to challenge us, to 

reverberate? 

 

The first Challenge is to think of our own experience and how 

that relates to our believing. We started our service by hearing 
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'Lord you search me and you know me' is that an experience 

you can resonate with? Make the time to explore, to pray and 

to share.  

 

More broadly, I feel in this passage that there is a distinct 

challenge for us as a church, one that has been on my heart.  

 

It's this sense of being ready to respond, like Philip and being 

ready to be a part of helping people on that time-line.  

 

It's not about winning any arguments or making people see (I 

learnt that a long time ago) but rather fostering opportunities 

for people to encounter (to that end we ask you to pray for 

Alpha). 

 

Alpha is just one example of many, which leads me to 

conclude by asking how God may be calling us to be a part 

of his Kingdom in this new year.  
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Daring Prayer - Lord would you bless me with the 

opportunities set  to say 'come and see', whether that is 

something articulated or embodied. Would you join me in 

praying that people my make that journey from skepticism to 

certainty that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the King of 

Israel.  

 


